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Chipping In For Students
Builders Foundation Golf Outing Raises $20,000 For Construction Scholarships

Tom Rood of James, Schaeffer & Schimming, Inc. chips out of a bunker during the 
Builders Foundation Golf Outing, which was held at Makray Memorial Golf Club 
in Barrington.

Despite a slow economy, Builders Association members dug 
deep to support construction’s future. 

Held July 29 at Makray Memorial Golf Club in Barrington, 
the Builders Foundation Golf Outing raised close to $20,000 for 
a scholarship fund that bene! ts future leaders in the Chicagoland 
construction industry. Close to 100 participants enjoyed lunch, 
a round of golf on a beautiful day and the 19th Hole Cocktail 
Reception. 

The Golf Outing is the sole fundraiser each year for the Builders 
Foundation Scholarship Fund, which has awarded over $80,000 in 
scholarships to 23 students since 2003. A record number of appli-
cations this year netted a record number of scholarship recipients. 
The ! ve honorees included:

Iowa State University Junior Konrad Dabrowski
Marquette University Senior Matthew Egan
Milwaukee School of Engineering Senior Jolisa Gold
Marquette Senior John Moran
Milwaukee School of Engineering Junior Jason O’Boyle

The Valenti Builders, Inc. team of Jim Valenti, Joe Lloyd, Fran 
Giuffre and Mike Cottick won the prize for low score, and second 
place went to Pepper Construction Company’s Scot Pepper, Tim 
Weidman, Ron Nelson and Brian Greiner. 

Former scholarship winners include a number of students who 
have gone on to play a role in the industry locally, including em-
ployees of Association members Pepper Construction Company 
(Ceile Cull, Project Engineer), Opus North Corporation (Egan, In-
tern), Ryan Companies US, Inc. (Jessica Hladik, Assistant Project 
Manager) and W.E. O’Neil Construction Company (Dana Wess-
man, Project Engineer). 

The Builders Foundation thanks the sponsors who made this 
year’s event possible:

Verizon Wireless (Event Sponsor) 
Local 150 (Golf Shirt Sponsor) 
Valenti Builders (19th Hole Cocktail Reception Sponsor) 
McShane Construction Company (Course Refreshment) 
Pepper Construction Company (Course Refreshment) 
Ceco Concrete Construction (Lunch Sponsor) 
GradeBeam (Golf Ball Sponsor) 
Chicago Area LECET (Sunscreen Sponsor)  
Regional Council of Carpenters (Hole-In-One Sponsor)  
Rabjohns Financial Group (Hole-In-One Sponsor) 
Capitol Consulting Group (Hole Sponsor) 
Chicago Laborers District Council (Hole Sponsor) 
Clifton Gunderson LLP (Hole Sponsor) 
The George Sollitt Construction Company (Hole Sponsor)  
Installation Specialists (Hole Sponsor)  
James Schaeffer & Schimming, Inc. (Hole Sponsor) 
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Builder
The

The Builder is published periodically by  the 
Builders Association, a trade association of com-
mercial, industrial and institutional contractors 
and af! liated industry ! rms dedicated to quality 

construction in the Chicagoland area. 

2009 Board of Directors

Chairman
John Russell

W.E. O’Neil Construction Company

Vice Chairman
R. Lynn Treat

Ryan Companies US, Inc. 

Treasurer
Howard Strong

The George Sollitt Construction Company

Immediate Past Chairman
J. David Pepper

Pepper Companies

Builders Association Staff
Have a construction-related problem or 

question? You may ! nd it helpful to speak direct-
ly to the individual who has primary responsi-

bility for a particular area.

Al Leitschuh, President
Industry Relations, Strategic Planning

Mike Schultze, Vice President
Government Relations, Labor Relations, 

Builders Foundation

Denise Herdrich, Director of Labor Relations
Labor Issues, Membership Recruitment

Kristin Garcia, Director of Client Relations
Education, Safety, Membership Retention

Andy Cole, Communications Manager

Stacey Kelly, Project Manager
Industry Liaison Activities, Special Projects

Davina Ware, Administrative Coordinator
Of! ce Management

Tim McPhillips, Accounting

 LeeAnn Maton, Communications Intern

Benjamin Johnston
James McHugh Construction Company

Leon LaJeunesse
Custom Contracting, Ltd. 

Michael Mozal
Joseph J. Duffy Company, Inc. 

Mark Rowland
ISEC, Inc. 

Greg Scurto
Scurto Cement Construction, Ltd. 

Builders Association
9550 W. Higgins Rd., Suite 380

Rosemont, IL  60018
(847) 318-8585
www.bldrs.org

Golf Outing

(Above, left) Builders Foundation Board member Phil 
Diekemper of Ceco Concrete Construction takes time out for 
a picture with his group: Dan Esposito of Ambar, Tom Bitto of 
Ceco and Bill Freigberg of Ambar. (Above, center) The 19th 
Hole Cocktail Reception at Makray Memorial Golf Club. 
(Above) Jim Herbst of Ryan Companies lines up a putt. (Be-
low, left) Mark Meskimem of Verizon Wireless and Berglund 
Construction Company’s Laura Carroll and Carol Hall give 
synchronized gol! ng a try. (Below, right) Joseph Spitzzeri of 
Johnson & Bell prepares to shoot from the fairway.



Financial News

Turning Things Around
AGC, Reed Construction 

Webinar Goes Over 
Highs, Lows In 

Current Economy

Industry economic experts insist that the stimulus, 
in some ways, is working for construction. Proving 
it’s working, however, has been easier said than done. 
Over the course of a 90-minute webinar, Chief 
Economists Jim Haughey of Reed Construction Data, 
Ken Simonson of the AGC of America and Kermit 
Baker of the American Institute of Architects delivered 
that and many other messages when outlining the 
current ! nancial state of the industry. The presentation, titled 
Turning Points In Construction, outlined what the last few months 
have shown us in trends and construction spending and when the 
industry can expect its next upswing.

While it’s far too early to waive any pom-poms, there are some 
signs of a light at the end of the recession tunnel. According to 
numbers from Reed Construction Data, overall construction 
spending will increase 2.2 percent in 2010 after steep drops in the 
previous two years (6.9 percent in 2008, 11.1 percent in 2009). 
Non-residential construction spending has seen a slightly worse 
drop than heavy and highway construction, but not nearly the drop 
experienced in the housing market.

There were no surprises from Haughey when it came to talking 
about the slowdown in the retail and hotel markets. Retail was 
largely seen as overbuilt when the recession began and hospitality 
construction has been impacted by tightening credit. Construction 
in a number of markets – most notably education, highway and 
healthcare – is dependent on legislative developments and have 
continually changing landscapes.

A portion of Simonson’s presentation discussed unemployment, 
which took close to a 14 percent jump nationwide in the industry 
between June of 2008 and June of 2009. Illinois experienced an 
increase of 15 percent in its construction unemployment rate – one 
of 39 states to see a double-digit dip. Despite the plummeting 
employment numbers, labor and materials costs have continued to 
go up. Average hourly early earnings for the construction industry 
have gone up 3.8 percent in 2009, close to one point higher than 
the average for other professions.

Simonson forsees slightly better construction spending numbers 
in 2010, partially crediting the stimulus for a non-residential market 
that will stay even in its best-case scenario and drop ! ve percent in 
its worst-case scenario. 

Baker pointed out how much harder this economic downturn had 
hit the building industry in comparison to the rest of the country. 

U.S. Department of Labor numbers indicate that while the total 
decline in payroll employees in the last six months is just over four 
percent, that number is over 19 for construction ! rms and over 15 
for architectural ! rms.

For more on this presentation or a copy of the PowerPoint, 
contact Communications Manager Andy Cole at the Builders 
Association.

FOUNDATION, from page 2
Just Rite Acoustics, Inc. (Hole Sponsor) 
Warady & Davis LLP (Hole Sponsor) 
W.E. O’Neil Construction Company (Hole Sponsor)   

Applications for the 2010 Builders Foundation Scholarships 
will be available soon and the deadline to submit those applica-
tions to the Board is November 1. Interested students must have 
graduated from a Chicago area high school and be a student ma-
joring in Construction Engineering or Construction Management 
at one of 16 accredited institutions. For more on the eligibility re-
quirements, see www.bldrs.org.
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